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City of Newton 

Crime Prevention Commission 
(Alternatively referred to below as CPC or the Commission) 

Minutes of Meeting – Wednesday, March 20, 2013 
7:00pm - Newton Police Headquarters, 1321 Washington Street, West Newton, MA 02465. 

 

 
Active Commissioners Present:  Frank Wolpe (Chair), , Debra Darcy, Marc Epstein, 

Bernard Goulding, Fred Winer,  

 

Active Commissioners Absent:  Richard Catrambone, David Winer 

 

Commissioners’ Consultants (formerly called Visiting Guests) Present:  Margie 

Kern, Steven Konowitz, Terry Sauro, Barbara Wong, Sami O’Reilly 

 

Ex-Officio Members Present: NPD Lt. Bruce Apotheker (Two-time, 2010 and 2011, 

Nominee for the coveted Person of the Year Award presented by the – City of Newton / 

Human Rights Commission)  

 

Ex-Officio Members Absent:  NPD Interim Chief Howard Mintz, NPD Auxiliary Dep. 

Chief, Jeff Silton 

 

Inactive Members Absent:  Louis Bruno, Leonard Fisher, Margie Kagan, Benjamin 

Rubin, Colleen Rosenbaum, Scott Rosenbaum, Frances Shaer, Richard Wing   

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by Frank Wolpe, Chair.  By a unanimous 

vote, the Draft Minutes of the Monday November 19, 2012 meeting were approved.   

The monthly Comstat Crime Report was reviewed by Lt. Bruce Apotheker.  

 

The Chair reported that Howard L. Mintz, Interim Police Chief was unable to attend 

because he had to appear before a Board of Alderman Committee as part of his 

confirmation process.  

 

We then turned our attention to Commission Consultant Steven Konowitz, Esq., who 

talked about steps going forward with the RAD program (in schools, in the community) 

and the joint-activities of the Commission and the tax-exempt §501(c)(3) Lilly Konowitz 

Foundation for Women’s Safety, etc.   

 

The Chair then reported on Commissioner Rich Catrambone successful efforts at 

education and outreach for teenage dating violence and bystander instruction.  His NSHS 

program (co-sponsored by CPC) enjoyed the attendance of 450 students who participated 

in our Coty’s Teen Dating Violence Month observance on February 11, 2013.  Attention 

was paid to youth stress and how the learning community in the schools and beyond can 

develop support for better connections between students and adults, etc.  
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That led to Commissioner Bernie Goulding’s discussion of his successful Newton Jewish 

Community Center program about “Elder Scams,” which was jointly-sponsored by our 

Commission and the Middlesex Sheriff Peter Koutoujian.  The Sheriff was the speaker at 

this community workshop on “Elder Scams.” He was very well received by about 100 

attentive elders.  

 
Then, the Commission heard an informal account from Commission Consultant Sami 

O’Reilly on what is happening with the “Stearn’s Park Neighborhood Watch” in 

Nonantum. They use, to some extent, the Commission’s “Local Option Program” as a 

template.   

 

Next, the members, in free-form discussion, joined in the national conversation upon on 

gun safety; and the Chair reported on event our co-sponsored public service 

“Conversation on Gun Control and Mental Health,” which was held in responsive to the 

tragic violence at the Sandy Hook Elementary School.  It was a local extension of the 

national conversation now intensely underway. There were four truly remarkable and 

accomplished panelists.  Each in his, or her, own right is an accomplished leader, change-

maker and true American patriot. We have a Senator, a Representative, an Alderman and 

a Rabbi - Senator Cynthia Stone Creem, Representative Ruth Balser, Alderman Greg 

Schwartz, and Rabbi Barbara Penzner.  It all happened on Sunday, January 13, 2013 at 

the Women’s Workshop, 72 Columbus St, Newton Highlands at 12:30-2:30pm.  

 

On a motion made by the Chair, and seconded, the meeting was adjourned at 9:00pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


